Life Group #9:The Vine and the Branches
John 15: 1-17
Objectives: We want to gain an understanding of who Jesus is, who we are and how we should live in light of these facts.
Launch  
If you had an opportunity to describe Jesus to someone that does not know who He is, what would you say?
Background

We have been studying the last teaching Jesus had with his disciples before He was crucified.  In John 14 and 16 Jesus talked extensively about the work of God the Holy Spirit.  In John 15 Jesus describes Himself, his followers and how they should interact after Jesus leaves...
Explore
Read John 15:1-17
1. What do we learn about Jesus from this passage?  (He is the True Vine- 1, He has branches- 2, He has spoken something that makes them clean- 3, He can be dwelt in and he can dwell in us, He causes fruit to grow- 5, He prunes (for good!), He has designed us for connection with Him 4-6, He is the son to the father, the father loves the son, He loves us- 9, desires joy for his followers- 11, chooses-16, He is the active agent- (chooses for fruit), has authority, calls followers friends, wants us to keep His commandments, He kept the fathers commandments, wants us to use his love to love others, makes known the will of the father, He is joy)
· What stands out to you about these truths?
2. What do we learn about His followers? (dependent on Jesus for life and fruit- 4/5, chosen for the purpose of bearing fruit- 16, loved by Jesus- 9/12, friends of Jesus, Jesus abides in us, we designed to abide in Jesus, we can glorify the Father, able to love Jesus and obey, already clean- 3, get pruned, truth has been known to us, can do ask anything if we abide, have freedom to ask, we have His Word- 11)
· What stands out to you about these truths?
3. What does he expect from His followers?  In other words, what are his commands?  What do these commands mean?
· To abide/remain/dwell 11 times! (make your home with Christ, let His Words (the Bible) dwell in Him, spend time with Him, surround yourself in Him, continually coming to Him, letting His Spirit influence our lives, vitally united to the Vine, confessing our sins)

· Love one another (lay down our lives for one another-13, put others before ourselves, bearing one another burdens, speaking truth in love)
4. Are there promises connected to the commands?  If so, what are they?


(bearing fruit, bring glory to God)
5. Jesus set out in 14:1 to encourage His disciples.  What is encouraging to you about this passage?  What is “Good News” in this passage for you?
Apply 
· How can we practically live out the commands of Jesus?  What is one step you can take this week to live out these commands (abide and love one another)?
Vision (3 minutes)- Use your own words… 
