Life Group #3: Jesus clears the temple

John 2:12-25

Objectives: We want them to know and understand that Jesus is not interested in religious people that keep others from Him.  Jesus is passionate for true worship of God.  We want people to see their own sin and experience his love and forgiveness.

Launch
What are things that religious people do that makes you angry?  Why?  Tonight we are going to get a picture of Jesus that may be surprising to some of you… Make sure to pass around sheet for name, room #, phone, email, and facebook info.

Explore

Read John 2:12-17

· Describe the scene in your own words.
· What is the Passover, and why is that significant?  (Passover was an annual celebration where all Jews and many Gentiles would travel to Jerusalem to remember their escape (exodus) from Egypt.  In Egypt, all people that had sacrificed a lamb and placed the blood on their door were saved. It was a time to worship the Lord-Exodus 12)

· What is the Temple and why was it significant?  (The Temple was the place that people had access to God.  It was God’s gracious dwelling among His covenant people. It also was the center of worship, music, politics and society.)

· Why would Jesus get so upset about this situation?  What were the religious people doing that angered Jesus?  (These businesses were essential to sacrificial system. But there was a shifted focus on a market and money and not God; secondly the market was set up in the only section of the temple where Gentiles (those that are seeking God but not followers) were able to worship.  By having the market there the Gentiles were unable to worship God)

· What picture of Jesus do we get in this passage?  (What does this Scripture tell us about Jesus’ character and priorities? His mission?) Passionate for real/pure worship of God and for all people to be able to know God)

· As Christ-followers we should be passionate about things that God is passionate about.  He reveals His passions through the Bible and the accounts of Christ. If that is the case, 
· What are some things that God loves?  What are some things that God hates?  

· How can we see our passions line up with what God is passionate about?

· What are ways that we hinder people from seeking God?

Read 2:18-22

· What picture of Jesus do we get here?
· How was Jesus going to prove His authority to throw the vendors out of the temple? (By the sign of raising from the dead after 3 days)
· It seems that Jesus knew he was going to suffer, die and rise from the dead.  Why did he do it?  

· What is the link between his death & resurrection & the reason why he drove people out of the temple? (Jesus died & rose again so that all people could have direct access to God.)
Read 2:23-25 (skip if you are out of time)

· What picture do we see of Jesus do we get here? Of man? (it is important to note Jesus knowing what is really in the hearts of man, many people loved his miracles, but they really did not want to follow him with their life)
· When Jesus looks at your heart, what does He see?  We all have things that hold us back from following Him, what holds you back?

Apply (you need at least 15 minutes!)

· We started the night talking about things “religious people” do that make us angry. When Jesus went to the cross and died, His anger toward those who have faith in Him was forgiven. He no longer is angry when believers miss the mark of perfection, but is sad when we sin.  What are things you think/do in your life that make God sad? What are we to do about that?  (This is crucial that you do not tell people to try harder, but that they need to confess, repent and receive the forgiveness Jesus bought for us on the cross!)
· We have seen several pictures of Jesus in this passage. Which one is most meaningful to you? Why? 
· Who are the people in your life that have been turned off from following Jesus by religious people? 

· Pray that God would give you an opportunity to share this story with them.
· Have people share applications and pray in groups of 2-3. Have one person close in prayer
Vision (3 minutes) Use your own words…
Share vision for Real Life. Set up time to meet!

Announcements (5 minutes)

